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STCC student wrestler Mike Clark 
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Learning he was still eligible to compete, Clark researched affordable 
colleges with top wrestling programs and found STCC. He called the college 
and spoke with Asnage Castelly, an assistant wrestling coach and 
admissions counselor. Springfield was a long way from home, but Castelly
encouraged Clark to consider STCC. 

•coach Castelly said the simplest thing: If you want to do it, just make it
happen," Clark said.

Clark made it happen. He bought and renovated a van, which would 
become his home as well as his mode of transportation. He drove 900 miles 
to Springfield, where he enrolled at STCC as a part-time student. He started 

general studies classes last fall and began practicing with the wrestling team 
and making friends. 

In March, at the end of the season with the 

working on a degree. He stuck to it,
and he's academic a II American this year."

But it wasn't an easy path for Clark. Early in the season, he felt he wasn't 
improving as a wrestler. He had two wins and eight losses.

What's more, Clark was struggling to keep up financially as he worked part­
time jobs while going to school. •1 thought maybe I had done too much," 
Clark said. 

T houghts of quitting entered his mind. Maybe he would drive the van back
to Kentucky, he thought. But his coaches encouraged him not to give up 
and to keep following his dream. 

•coach Castelly and I knew he had dreams - and he had goals behind
those dreams," Nieves said. "In January, he said, 'Hey, coach, I'm going to
quit.' I said, I'm not going to accept c u t p e , t d L  uaacgnso 
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