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WHAT IS RESPONDUS LOCKDOWN BROWSER?

LockDown Browser is a custom browser that locks down  
the testing environment in Blackboard Learn. When 
students use LockDown Browser to take a Blackboard test, 
they are unable to print, copy, go to other websites, access 
other applications, or close a test until it is submitted for 
grading. Tests created for use with LockDown Browser 
cannot be accessed with standard browsers, either.

LockDown Browser functions much like a standard browser, 
but some options have been removed or work differently. 
The list below highlights some of these differences.

 ● 0RGLȴHG�7RROEDU - the condensed toolbar includes 
only Forward, Back, Refresh, and Stop functions. 

 ●  7HVW�0RGH - tests are shown full-screen and cannot 
be minimized, resized, or exited until submitted for 
grading.

 ● 'LVDEOHG�&RQWUROV - all printing, keystroke 
combinations, screen grab, function keys, and right-click 
menus have been disabled. 

 ● /LQNV - links to other web servers will open in a new, 
secure window and prevent browsing beyond that page.

 ● %ORFNHG�)HDWXUHV�DQG�$SSOLFDWLRQV - the Start button 
(Windows), system tray, and menu bars have been 
removed.

WHAT IS RESPONDUS MONITOR?

Some institutions additionally license Respondus Monitor, 
a webcam feature for LockDown Browser that records 
students during online, non-proctored exams. When this 
feature is enabled for a test, students are required to use  
a webcam and microphone with LockDown Browser. After 
the exam is complete, an instructor can review details of  
the assessment, even the recorded videos.

BUILDING BLOCK INSTALLATION

The “Respondus LockDown Browser Building Block” must 
be installed by the Blackboard system administrator.  If 
the system administrator has made the Building Block 
available for all courses, then the 5HVSRQGXV�/RFN'RZQ�
%URZVHU�tools will appear under the &RXUVH�7RROV section 
of the &RQWURO�3DQHO.

If the Building Block has been installed by the system 
administrator but it doesn’t appear in your course, follow 
these steps make it available.

��� Log into your course and expand the &RQWURO�3DQHO.

��� Expand the &XVWRPL]DWLRQ menu and click Tool 
Availability.

��� Click the Available checkbox beside the 5HVSRQGXV�
/RFN'RZQ�%URZVHU row.

��� Click 6XEPLW to enable the Building Block for your 
course.

PREPARING A TEST

To set up a test in Blackboard that requires students to 
use LockDown Browser, follow these steps:

��� Make sure the test has been deployed in the 
Blackboard course. 

��� From the &RQWURO�3DQHO in Blackboard, locate the 
&RXUVH�7RROV section and select the link 5HVSRQGXV�
/RFN'RZQ�%URZVHU.

��� A list of deployed tests will be displayed.   

 › Tests labeled with “Required” require students to 
use LockDown Browser 

 › Tests labeled with “Not Required” don’t require 
LockDown Browser. 

���  To change the settings for the test, select 6HWWLQJV 
from the context menu to the left of the test title and 
select the desired option  

Optionally you may enter a test password that 
students must enter to start the test. LockDown 
Browser will prompt students to enter the instructor-
provided password before proceeding with the test.
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 WHAT IF A STANDARD BROWSER IS USED?

http://www.respondus.com/lockdown-guides
http://www.respondus.com/lockdown-guides
http://www.respondus.com/demo
http://support.respondus.com

